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CHAPTER II.

THE  HOME.

IN order rightly to understand the family life of the
Hindus, it is necessary to banish the ideas that cling
round the word home as it is used in England.

On his marriage, an Englishman sets up an establish-
ment of his own. The Hindu conducts his bride to his
father's house, in which a room is provided for her. And
whilst she is under the control of the senior lady in his
family, and finds her society amongst the other ladies,
he is subject to his father and passes his time with the
gentlemen, as he did before his wife came there. The
members of the middle and upper classes consider it
contrary to their ideas of propriety for a wife to be left
alone in a house when her husband is at business. And
as it often happens a man's work is at a distance from
the house of his family, he does not take his wife with
him. He goes to his appointment, and pays a visit to
his home as frequently as circumstances permit.

The Hindu family house is in the form of a quad-
rangle, with an open courtyard in the centre. Opposite
the entrance gate is a platform on which images made
for the festivals in honour of the various deities are
placed. On the ground floor the rooms to right and left
of the courtyard are used as store-rooms, etc.; and over
them are the public reception rooms. These are